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A unigue 3 R, * TN e M The new life of the
architecture N S, gt w5y —AIACE

Flanked by two side wings forming y P ey . e \ ; e Bl The Pharo Palace is now a conference centre
a shield against the mistral, the buil- G e+ s e © e T Mo agi of international renown. Boasting a unique
ding’s structure is more akin to the . - R s PR e e - ' setting, it receives annual congresses from
architecture of a seaside resort - the ) fl A, i : g ’ : : e around the world. Over time, besides the
Empress adored bathing in the sea - | i Y P P e : - & e o e = two main rooms inherited from the Second
than an imperial residence. Its refe- ' S—— T DA AR e P ? Empire a 900-seater auditorium, a meeting
rences to classical architecture are bt i SR i : rooms and conference facilities and a large
numerous. The facades of Pharo ' < AT R e 3 =9 _— exhibition hall have been added.

Palace are punctuated with arched e S o ; S S

windows on the ground floor while | :

those on the floors above are deco- i T _ e T

rated with garlands and shells. The

tympanum on the pediment sports .
the arms of the city of Marseille I:rom the Sp'@ﬂdour Of the Emplre MOﬂumeﬂt tO
borne aloft by two children. The \ \ ;
motifs for the stone ground-floor J[O the Th”’d Repub“c the HerOIC
were carved by Marseille-born artist . &L \/| Ctlm S O-r the
After the fall of the regime, opponents of Napoleon Il attacked all p=r,
symbols of the Empire : the crowd destroyed the eagles on the - " Sea
main gate and mutilated the Napoleonic emblems and ornaments J
decorating the facwade. On the Emperor’s death in 1873, the city 2 Y This monument is a moving
claimed ownership of the estate and pursued a lawsuit against the ) 0 testimony to the tragic fate
{ - : L ex-Empress that was to last several years. - - T of the many lost at sea. Its
= | o / ' o ¥s : construction, interrupted

] G - y . = QW — i ] ' by World War |, was com-

| 3 : 1 bl 2 pleted in 19283. Perched on

the Pharo plateau, overloo-

king the Vieux-Port and the

. 3 A _ 4, } . , : ! Mediterranean, the building

[;‘ A g~ 4 LA\ ; 3" W e | 1% \ o NS is a tribute to our sailors,

P~ : . : / - N \ - = - - held in deep affection by a

, : g W\ ; , _ . : city whose destiny is and

¥ : - _ _ . . : Bl | T : ! e : | B : always been linked to that
- _ ; _ . — : - of the sea.




